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¥ THE PURE Frankfart

This s without doubt the hippest

ruzw hotel in town, 2 50-bedroom,

city-centre sanchuary for sharp-
suited barkers. Behind its elegant facade -
il was bt in the 19th century as a fedile
factory = are virginal infenars creabed by the
Fomarian architect. Qana Rosen. Breakiasd is
sened in an all-white lourge furmished with
white-leather banquetbes and chairs [rom
the Halian furniture house MDF Yhite flocrs
conbirue mio the bar and reception, which
are themsates linked by 3 Thassas store
counter. Touches of humour are provided by
poroekain stay's-head coat hooks and video
projections. The bedroms have whil-ieather
headboards, oak parquet floors, shiny, black
Zebeano furniture and pleated lampshades,
all made to Rosen's designs, Thete are few
decoralive touches; anly huge mirrees and
LCD flat-sereen Ts hang on the walls. The
bl i equippsed with the first example of
Shair™, the on-demand media jukebo for
practically himitless music and videos. In
sumimer the timber-decked courtyard temace
comes Ito s awn,
WHEN TO GO In high surmmer when the
banks of the River Main cpen for busingss
and all the bankers hawve leff town,
ROOM TO BOOK fmy of the fith-floor
foomns, with ful-height doors t 3 terrage
verlooking the courtyard.
Middastrasse 86 Frankfurl, Germany
{00 49 63 710 4570; www:the-pure. del
Dipubdes from €120

GREECE

IMARET Kavala

The scrutfy narthem Greek part of Kavala
might nek top your list of honeymeon
destinaticns, but this historic hideaway in the
Oid Town i5 shamelesshy romantic. Built by
the Egyphbian Pasha Mohamed Ali in 1817,
the wealled seminary languished for almost
a cembury until a local tobacoo magnate

Imaret

200 Condé Nast Traveller My 2006

cominced the authorities to let her restore it.
The result i downright decadent. Taenty-
seven penenously sired rooms and suibes
envirlook three oourtyands Brked by anched
promenades, sprinklied with burbling
Tourtlains, fragrant arange trees, and secret
nocks heaped with cushions. Orsental inberiors
blend ariginal features - wosden sleeping
platiorms, huge fireplaces, vaulied rocks
pinced with skylights - with luoe updates
such 335 Moltan Brown candies, Bulgari
toiletrizs and Frette Bnen. Hugs bathrooms
with sunken marbhe baths and pcture
windows (with sea, herbour or garden views)
encourage indulzence. ou can deift through
domed poois Il by dopens of candles, get
serubbed up in the shimeering amethyst
harmmam, or rubbed down in the womb-Hike
Ereakmient nocms. The lammer prayer room,
with itz antique chess cel and rage books, alss
invites quief contemplation. Breakdasts ane
lvish and service impescable in the elagant
restaurant, where the Mediterranean evening
many featans anganic ingradiants from the
garden. Tours can be arranged to the ancient
theatre of Philiopl (Greek dramas are staged
under the stars in summer), Mestos Mational
Park and tar-flung Thassos island,

WHEN TO GO Any time the urge to escape
CVRDOMIES YOUL

ROGK T0 BOOK One of the three Water
Garden Suifes, which have bwo bathrooms
s that couples can enjoy private bath
treatments with relaxing essential cils,
30-32 Th Poulidou Streel, Kavala, Gresos
(00 30 2510 620151; wwwimared gr).
Doutiles frevty £250; suites from €550

PERISCOPE athens

As the first hip hobed =1 Kolonaks, the rost
esxchssive neighbourhood in Athens, Periscope
w2s long overdue. An award-winning team

of intemational architects hawe tumed the
awhul Athenian |rn, 2 19708 relic, mito a
cheeky homage to Msb-century mirsmalism.
The Iocatian, among the upscale boutiques,
restaurants and bars o Hantos Street, i5 3
coup. Its espacially fortuitous that Ratka, the
dining chaice of Athenian high saciety, is next
dooe, because there's no restaurant and a

surprisingly limied room-senvice menty. This
ot | s bo bother the expense-account
city slickers in the compact, black bar, ftled
with Ferrari-red Rcquer tables and remmped
leather Mini Cooper seats. When the barllies
b o the surreal videos of giank cnostacsans
imvading Athens. they can zoom in on their
urisgpecting nisighbours using a joysick
linked toa roaftop perscope, The urban
surveillance theme carries through to the 12
soundpeooied orpedo’ e and juredr
suites decorated in shades of grey, whers
ergoncenic dissign meets mache gadgetry
ifree broadband, built-in sound systems,
swiveling LCD TVs, and electric blinds).
Resolutely urban, Periscope plays on is
i bacation - celngs are plasiered
with aerial phobographs of the surrounding
concrebe jungle, adjustaible ight boxes feature
pancramas of Athss by diay and night, and
a frompe Foeil mural covering khe exterior
wall caphures the shifting shadows cast by the
sunrpunding blocks of flats,

WHEN TO @0 Spring, for a pre-summer fix of
sunshing, shopping. and late-right partying,
FRCIOM TO 200K The split-leved Penthouse
Swite, with its balcony bar and glass-walied
Jacuzzi at eye-level with 1he Acrapolis, i5
made for memorable one-night stands.

22 Harifos Sbreef. Athers, Groeece (D0 30
210 7297200; waweperiscope.gr). Doubles
from £275; suifes from €375

ITALY
VILLA BORDONI Tuscany

The first four-star hoted in the

Grieve area, Villa Bordoni i 3 solid,

whitewashed, patriclan house in
a speciacular, guintessentially Tuscan setfing
in the heart of Chsanti Classica counlry.
There is 2 delightful walled garden and a
small swimening pood, from which thers ane
weonderful views of the sumounding olive
groves and vineyards, Inside, the style is
painbwork, beawliful fabrics and counlry
antaques, The first-ler lving noom (where
complimentary tea i laid out at Spm) has a
big open fire, which ks very much the heart of
the house in winber, The colour schemes in
#ll 11 bedrooms ane mapired by the porgeois,
antigue Vietri floor tiles in the bathrooms.
This may be rural Tuscamy, buf there’s no
kaekt af bichng wizardry: the bedrooms have
plasma-screen TWs, DVIVCD players amd
meadem ports, and there & Wi-fi m the public
spaces irside and oul. Food and wine play an
impartant part in any stay af Villa Bordoni
Refined ltzlian dishes are on offer in the
excellent restaurant and there i a year-round
programme af cookery courses and wing
tastings. The hotel appeals equally io culiure
vullures seeking a lop-quality retread alter a
hard day’s sightseeing and to shoths wheo ane
inka lazing by a pool in beautiful swroundings
with good food and wine close at hand,
WHEN TO G0 Foodies should time their visit
for the grape or olive hanvests (September
and Novemiber).
ROOM TO BOOK Each is cfferant and
appealing in iz own wayg Monfefioralle is

a large room with a cast-iron bath at the foot
of the bed; Le Colognole is a sunmy suite

&t the top of the house with swesping views.
Wiz San Cresci 31=32, Localita Mezzuola,
Greve-in-Chiardi, Flovence, Maly (00 39

055 B84 000w, wwwovillabordani. com)l.
Doubles from €120; suites from €250

MOMACO

MONTE CARLO BAY HOTEL

& RESORT monte Carlo

Tharks b its retaxed and surpeisingly chic
abrrasphens, the long-awaited, 334-room
Monte Carlo Bay Hotel & Resort, 2 £50-milion
exiravaganza, is already proving poputar with
farnilies and yoursg professionals alike. &
setl-contained, Mediteranean-style village, i
is packed with recreational and gastronomic
choeces: 3 casing, souenic and Sporswear
boutiques: a Cing Mondes spac a small gymo
five restaurants in Sexsort A private dock and
helpad; and two swimming pools, one an
ariificial sand-boftom [agoon surounded by
palme and botanical gardens. There are 11
fhooes of near-identical bedeooms decorated
in 3 conbemparary style with dark=wood
furnishings, gant plasma-screen TVs and
spacious white bathroamds; ready all have
privake sag-view terraces. Come sunset, 3
glamarous crowd gathers in the Blue Gin bar
1o sip melon Marting and biue Mojitos, while
seriows foodies head straight for the superb
{and atiordable) Elue Bay gastranomic
restaurant, whare Martimigue-boen Marcel
Rain dishes. 1 his fuskon-inspired cuisine
(foie gras with spun sugar; spicy shrimp with
trogecal fnull Dimn Sum; iced pear souflé

with green tea) from hiis cpen-plan kitchen.
WHEN TO GO May for the Grand Froc sutsnn
for Indian-summer tamperatures. and fewer
tourisks; wintar fior the heaied indoor-outdoor
peool and the spa.

RDOM TO BOOK Suite 100L, a duplex wath
shupendous wews, o e comer suite 302,
40 @eanue Princess Grace, Monaco (00

377 98 06 25 25 wwwmantecaioby com)
Doubies from £300; swites from €750

THE NETHERLAMNDS

THE COLLEGE HOTEL Amstendam
Within months of opering, The College Hodel
veon the Priz-Villegiature Paris award for ‘Best
Interior Design of a Hotel in Europe’, The 1894
buflding i a former school, a role still evdent
in the wide staircases, high ceilings and
comvered gymnasiiom, now a frend-sefting
restaurant under chef Schile van Coevorden
{ipreviously of Blakes Hatef). All things Dutch
are celebraled, most noficeably with a 1.5-
matlre-high Dedt-blue hulip vase in the onyx
and Fendi-leather bar, which has become ane
of the hottest watering holes in bown. There
are alss saven chandellers in the public areas
{the largest is in the ladies’ Powder Room
and features diamond crystals). The colours
used in the restaurant (mess greens and
cream) and bar (orange, lavender and brown)
are toned down to warm browns in the 40
bedrooms. AN the furniture is unigue o the
hetel, designed by FG 51l and hand-crafted
in laly. The restaurant tables and chairs >
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