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Villa Bordoni, Tuscany

»et amid olive groves and
erraced vineyards, the ten-
oomed Villa Bordoni only
pened in March and olifers
delightful escape into the
hianti countryside.
Just 45 minutes’ drive south

. of Florence, it stands above
i the pretty town of Greve
- and took Scottish owners

Catherine and David Gandner

three years (o restore what
Was previously the home ¢
impoverished aristocrats, >
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Thix hotbel's rooms saooesshully mio chic
and rustic. giving them a guirky grandeur

<] The grand-yet-rustic decor
cunningly blends rich with poor
- a chicken coop has been
converted into an impressive
piece of eye candy and a twig-
brush curtain tassel suggesis
how the previous residents did
sumptuous on a shoeEstring,
One feature that
ism't just for show is the ©
Molteni cast-iron Kitchen
headed by Francesce Fined,

whom the Gardners poached

definitely

from their restaurants in
Florence, Beccoling and
Baldoving, which
guch as Cindy Crawford, Elvis
Costello and Jamie Qliver.,

Comfortable and romantic,
Villa Bordoni's honeymaoon
credentials are ighlighted by
double loungers o
a pool and lush countryside,
La dolce vita, indead...

VETIDORING

Relais Solar, Rio

Few cities are as vibrant and
exhilarating as Rio de Janegirg,
with its favela-dotted hills, Sugar
Loal mountain and endless
white sands. A wild melange

of cultures, lively nightlife and
syper-friendly inhabitants make
it buzz with energy.

Ipanema and Copacabana
are stunning beaches to flaunt
your itsy-bitsiest bikini, but
theyve long been on the
tourist radar. A more interesting
part of town is Santa Teresa,
where you can get into the
Carioca lifestyle.

Take a tram through
the scenic cobblestone
streets of this historic
Portugese quarter and
you'll find Relais Solar,
a modern-minded,
five-room guesthouse
that's also a hub for
homegrown crealtive

arts, with furnishings
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handmade by locals, crafts for
sale and a colourful calendar
of cultural offerings.

The French-Canadian owner,
Gwenaél Allan, was one of the
founders of the Cirque du
Soleil theatre and calls his new
concept ‘creative tourism’. This
means that as well as a cheap-
chic room for the night, there

{ are activities such as food and
| drink tastings, music workshops

and community tours. And
when you want to kick back,
there's a tranquil garden and
honesty bar with all the
cachaca and limes you need to
blend that perfect caipirinha. =

BOOK NOW

Double nooimes af Relass Solar (00 55
21,2221 F1IT: wwrai refarsso ]




	mc1.tif
	mc2.tif
	mc3.tif

