(Insider)

The bar at Villa Bordonl.
Clockwise from abowve:
The inmn, in the Chianti
countryside; olive groves |
on the property; the bar,
which opens on ta an
Italian garden; valley
wigws Trom the willa: a
second-lloor sitting area.

Villa Bordoni

Restoring this bucolic manor in rural Tuscany was the work of knowing Scottish
expats. Discovering the villa’s exquisite restaurant, and a few shaded spots to unwind,
was a job for T+L. By VALERIE WATERHOUSE. Photographed by DAVID CICCONT

WHEN DD axD Catherine

Crardmper discovered a rutn ar

the end of a dusty track while
driving through Chianti, they set about
doing what any self-respecting, trans-
planted Scottish restaurateurs would:
buying the place and transforming it
into a charming wisteria-covered villa,
with an intimate restaurant 1o show-
casc local wines and food—oh, and 10
rustic-chic guest rooms. Adming for
authenticity, the Gardners hired local in-
terior designer Riccardo Barthel, who
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Juxtaposed historic fearures (wood-pan-

eled ceilings; antique Vietri tiles in the
hathrooms) with wittyv touches (curain
Lazzels made of straw; a wall hanging
fashioned [rom a chicken coop). But it is
the whimsically decorated restanrant,
with walls featuring Scottish thistles and
Tuscan vine leaves, that's the Gard-
ners pride and joy. Chef Francesco Finco
whips up creative Ttalian dishes, such

as scpuab with mashed celeriac and
grape-must reduction, and traditional
ones like berterca alla Feorenting with
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Swiss chard picked from the villa's
garden—all accompanied by liters of
local Chuanti. Using this inn merely as

a stopover on a hectic Grand Ialian
Tour would be to miss out on its less ob-
vious charms: ssimming in the sal-
water pool, reading for hours under the
thatched pergolas, or wandering
through the vinevards to the nearbwy vil-
lage of Montehoralle before heading
back for lunch or dinner. 3132 Via San
Crescr, Cereve in Chianii; 39-035/884-0004;
watrerillnbordoni.it; doubles from $213. 4



